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The man who was riding along
with Justin McCarthy the night
McCarthy shot a Washington
Township police officer three times
pleaded not guilty yesterday to var-
ious weapons offenses.

Damon S. Mammaro, 23, made
=| his first appearance in Superior

‘Court in Belvidere yesterday to-an-
swer to charges of possession of a
controlled dangerous weapon, Pos-
session of an assault weapon and
possession of magazine cartridges
used to store ammunition. If con-
victed, the maximum sentence he
facw is 15 years in prison, officials
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Passenger in s 0otout
‘enters not-guilty plea

and a navy blazer, did not say any-
thing in court yesterday, standing
silently next to his attorney, Leon-
ard J. Artigliere, who entered the
not-guilty plea.

After the brief appearance the
Franklin Township resident rushed
out of the courtroom with his par-
ents and declined comment. Mam-
maro is free on his own recogni
Zance.

Artigliere released a statement
expressing sympathy for Washing-
ton Township police officer ‘Jon
Schramm and his family.
Schramm, who was shot three

times on May 30, remains in serious ©

condition at St. Luke’s Hospltal in
Bethlehem, Pa. i
“Damon Mammaro and his en-

fire family have Officer Jon
‘Schramm in their thoughts and
‘prayers,” said Artigliere. “We join
“the entire community in praying for
Oﬂicer Schramm’s complete recov-
ey
i Artigliere said media reports
sidentifying the two men as friends
iwere erroneous, but he refused to
-say how the two men knew each
fother. Mammaro’s mother, Diane,
'saJd in an earlier interview with
‘The Star-Ledger that the two had
“met through a previous job.
¢ Diane Mammaro declined com-
ment yesterday.

Artigliere also maintained his
client’s innocence.

“We are confident that when
_~the investigation is complete, that

J. Artigliere, yesterday in Belvidere.

Mr. Mammaro’s absolute inno-
cence in this incident will be con-
firmed,” Artigliere said.

Police stopped McCarthy’s car
in the early hours of May 30 after
residents reported hearing gun-
shots. Police said Mammaro and
McCarthy fired dozens of rounds of

Damon S. Mammaro, right, appears in court with his attorney, LM 3

ammunition from the car as
drove down rural roads.

When police pulled th
in Franklin Townsil?g,‘-‘
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| B weanng and shot Schramm in the,_
face neck and arm, police said.

Two New Jersey State Police

‘-"ﬁ froopers who also responded to the
] scene shot McCarthy, killing him.

: Police confiscated two weapons

§ | from McCarthy and the car on the

| day of the shooting, and later found

97 marijuana plants and-additional

weapons in McCarthy’s Lebanon
\Borough home earlier this week.

John Hagerty, spokesman for

| the state Division of Criminal Jus-
tice, said investigators have also_

| learned that McCarthy purchased

whom the weapons were tra
“We know who the guns are rega

istered to, but we are not going to
be in the process of releasing tid-
bits of information to the medla,”

Hagerty said.

Mammaro’s next court appear- -

ance is scheduled for July 17.
Katie Wang' covers Warren

County. She can be reached at (908)
475-1218 or-by. e-matl at kwang@star— e

ledger.com.




