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‘BELVIDERE — Damon
Mammaro of Asbury entered
a plea of not guilty to four
weapons ‘charges during his
first court appearance at
Warren County court house
on Thursday, June 5.

Mammaro, 23, was the pas-
senger in a vehicle stopped
during the early morning
hours of May 30 in which
Washington Township Ptl.
Jonathan E. Schramm was
shot and critically wounded
by the driver of the vehicle.
The officer remains in serious
condition:” at St. Luke’s
Hospital in Bethlehem, Pa.
‘Mammaro has been charged
with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous weapon
(.45 caliber semi-automatic
pistol), possession of an
assault weapon (.45 caliber
sub machine gun), and posses-
sion of large capacxty ammu-
mtlon‘ magazmes Mammaro
was not charged directly in
connection with the officers
shooting.

Schramm, 41, was shot three
times in the face, ‘neck and
arm by Justin McCarthy of
Lebanon Township, who was
shot and killed on the scene
by responding State Police
Troopers Mark Moyna and

' Rich Wambold.

/The incident began about 3
a;m. on Mountainview and
County Road 643 in Franklin
Township after local residents
reported gun shots being
fired from McCarthy’s vehi-
cle. Authorities said the gun
shots were directed at
street/road signs, mail boxes,
street number signs, and resi-
dences.

As Schramm, Moyna and
Wambold approached the
vehicle they noticed a weapon
in the back seat of the vehicle
and ordered the driver and
passenger to exit the vehicle.
Mammaro immediately sur-
rendered, but McCarthy did
not. A struggle .ensued and
McCarthy pu ed a .45 caliber

hand gun from a bullet proof

vest and .shot Schramm,

authorities reported., State

Police returned fire and
Carthy.
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“That’s a subj ect of the
Attorney Gene s investiga-
tion,” he said. “We don’t want
to interfere in that investiga-
tion by saying anything at this
point.”

In court Ar&axere read a
statement about the incid t.
“Damon Mammaro and his
entire family have Officer Jon
Schramm in their thoughts
and prayers,” he said. “We
join the entire community in
praying for Officer Schramm’s
complete recovery.”

The attorney criticized the
media for terminology used in
connection with Mammaro
and McCarthy. “We are confi-
dent that when the investiga-
tion is complete, that Mr,
Mammaro’s absolute inno-
cence in this incident will be
confirmed,” Artigliere said. “I
will say that media reports
referring to Mr. Mammaro. as
a “friend” or “sidekick” of
McCarthy are not only inaccu-
rate but extremely hurtful to
this young man and his fami-
ly. The cavalier use of lan-
guage in some reports is
unfounded and unfair. Again,
we are confldent that. the
mvestxganon w1ll establish
the inaccuracy of many media
reports.”

In the ‘statement he also
asked reporters to respect the
privacy of the Mammaro fam-
ily and said the family will
not comment further until
after the Attorney General’s
Office completes their inves-
tigation,

During a phone interview it
was questioned whether his
client was ever involved in
any incident of this nature
before. “He’s (Mammaro)
absolutely not been involved

in anything like this in any

way shape or form before,”
Artigliere responded.

‘According to John R,
Hagerty, spokesman for the
Division of Criminal Justice,
an investigation focusing on
the shooting and the circum-
stances leading up to the
event continues. Creating a

hol at the nme of th
ing.

The spokesman remrted
that Mammaro is coopera,ting,
with the investigation, he was
offxcxally notified of Weapons
possession charges in court
last Thursday, and he is not
being charged in connection
with the shooting or of shoot-
ing a weapon. e

“There was sufflelent proba-
ble cause to .charge him
(Mammaro) m connectlon
with the shooting,” Hagerty
remarked, “We do. /qot care
what his rela ‘ship‘ with the:
dnver was.” { i

A plea’ conference is ss:hed-
uled efor 8:30 a.m.,”

court house According to
Artigliere this is part of the
standard court procedures to
“keep a case on track” and
discussion of a “plea disposi-
tion” at that time is possible.




